Annual Report 2007

The Porch Club of Riverton

In January, 2007, the general meeting was a Victorian sing-along.  President Sandi Scheer attended the January Council/Program Assistance Day for the club.  February and May meetings were covered dish luncheons, with April our annual catered Charter Luncheon.  Bingo lunches were held in January and February.  In March, our only general meeting held in the evening, had an amusing gentleman who played cowboy songs as the entertainment when the scheduled entertainers cancelled at the last minute.  The President and First VP went on a bus trip to Washington DC, hosted by the NJSFWC in March to visit HQ and our Congressmen.  The Flower Show committee participated for the first time in the Philadelphia Flower Show and won second place in the window box and hanging basket competition.  March also saw the first evening group meeting - an effort to have a venue for women with small children or working women to get involved in Club activities.  This has proved to be very successful and monthly meetings have continued.  April saw our annual Spring Rummage Sale and the evening group made 80 Easter baskets for needy children in Burlington County.  Despite none of our Garden/Conservation entries having made the entry cut off date for Achievement Day, fourteen arts creative entries garnered ten gold ribbons. On April 21st, the Ways and Means presented a Fashion Show at Merion Caterers with fashions from Coldwater Creek.  Porch Club members modeled the clothes.  This event raised $7000 for Providence House, the local shelter for battered women.  In May, the drama department presented a play for both the daytime and evening groups and the President and Treasurer attended the Convention in Atlantic City.  The Porch Club gathered six gold ribbons from our ten entries at Convention.  The annual new members luncheon was held at the end of May.

The fall season opened with the evening meeting in September, a book discussion about peace, and the annual catered luncheon in October.  Filled with energy, we re-did a room at Providence House (painted, decorated and furnished new linens and window treatments), had our fall Rummage Sale (raising over $800 for local charities), and a Book and Author Luncheon at the Riverton Country Club.  This event raised $1000 for the Literacy Volunteers of Burlington County.  The evening meeting was very well attended (35) with a presenter talking about how to "clean green".  At our November meeting, Rene Goodwin appeared as "Dorothy Parker: Death and Taxes" and an Open House was held for prospective members.  An evening bingo night in November raised $1000 for our troops in Iraq.  The program for the December meeting, presented by Barbara Darlin, was called "Unlacing the Victorian Woman" and was a very entertaining and well attended.  Our Christmas Tea on December 18th, an annual event, rounded out an active and enjoyable year.

Submitted by:  Pat Brunker, President

