Annual Report - January 1 to December 31, 2009

The Porch Club of Riverton

During the year, the Porch Club welcomed fifteen new members to our ranks.  Our total membership has held steady for many years at approximately 150 members.  There is strength in numbers and it allows us to do many, many things during the course of the year.  We completed 211 projects and donated 3098 hours and approximately $9072 to charity.  Some highlights were:

January - January was our International Affairs month.  Our general meeting was an international covered dish luncheon.  Everyone brought their specialties from their ethnic background or just foods with an international flair.  It's always a feast.  We also sponsored a "Bead for Life" fundraiser.  The project supports Ugandan women and their efforts to escape poverty by creating bead jewelry from paper.  Pat McDermott, our International Affairs Chairman, put together the program and enlisted Susie Hudson to make some delicious African specialty foods.  We watched a DVD about the Uganda ladies, listened to African music and tried our hand at rolling beads from an old calendar.  A total of $897 was raised for this charity.  On January 15th, we hosted "Jacqueline Kennedy's Historic Preservation Legacy - 40 Years Later", presented by Kathleen Gallop, a Historic Preservation Consultant.  This program presented an interesting look behind the scenes of how "Jackie" stopped the bulldozers and set the course for historic preservation.  January also saw our first Spaghetti Dinner.  It was a lot of work, but fun, too, and very successful.  We enlisted some High School students who needed community service hours to help serve and they were a lifesaver.  The Ways and Means project supported the Club.

February - We hosted Christina Carty from "Autism Speaks" as our featured speaker at our February general meeting.  She brought two ladies who have autistic children with her and we learned a lot about our State Special Project.  At the end of the month, we held our annual Bingo for Charity night.  Approximately 45 people attended, including lots of visitors.  We raised $710 for charity.  Proceeds were split between St. John of God and Virtua Hospital's Mothers and Babies program.  The Garden Department’s Pompeston Creek Watershed presentation also played to a full house and alerted everyone to both the presence of this beautiful natural resource in our back yard and the group’s efforts to keep it clean.
March - Our annual general meeting is held in the evening in March with husbands and guests invited.  Tom Del Moore of Palmyra presented "The Great American Songbook", a program of songs we all know and love.  At our evening group meeting, one of our members brought her cooking group, Forking Delicious, who presented "Easy Appetizers for Busy Folks."  The Forking Delicious ladies presented a great program, with a new high for attendance.  65 people were there, including lots of visitors.  Five kinds of appetizers were demonstrated and two drinks.  Recipes were given out and the social hour afterwards was fun, with people meeting and greeting until 9:00.  This was a great success.  Also in March was an "Easter Basket Extravaganza" where, with help from Brownie Troop 21647, members made 107 Easter baskets for needy children.  The baskets were delivered the next day to Emergency Services who gave them to needy children throughout Burlington County. The Porch Club entered the Philadelphia Flower Show again this year and a bouquet of thanks goes to the Flower Show Committee for a fabulous showing.  Our entry in the Urn Division won third prize. We also received the Maintenance Award from the Pennsylvania Horticulture Society.  Pegi Wilkins, Susie Hudson, Pat Brunker, Rita Vittese, and Pat McDermott installed the giant urn during five long hours on Friday before the show opening, and spent many hours in preparation for the big day.
The Porch Club was asked by the Burlington County Board of Tourism to open the Porch Club on Saturday, March 21st for Women's History Month.  They honored six Burlington County women who made significant contributions to women's causes with a self-guided tour.  Mary VanMeter Grice, our first President, and the Porch Club were featured on the tour.  Four members spent time researching Mrs. Grice's life.  Mrs. Grice was the first woman to be elected to a Board of Education in Burlington County and the founder and first President of the New Jersey Parent Teacher Association, as well as a suffragette, published author and community activist. This was quite an honor for the Club.  We put on our Victorian costumes and shared what we know about Mrs. Grice and the Porch Club with the general public.  The Historical Society, the RiverLine Inn where Mary Grice lived, currently owned by a member, and the businesses in town also assisted with the event.  The tour was from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM and two ladies were hostesses for each hour.  
April - In April of every year, we celebrate receiving our Charter with a catered luncheon.  Our spring Rummage Sale was also held.  All of the proceeds from this secondhand sale ($1290) go to support local charities.  This year, $800 was given to sponsor a four-year-old in the Riverton pre-school so his Mother could concentrate on his two-year-old brother with stage four cancer and her other four children, including a new baby.  There was also $200 given to the new Soup Kitchen that had just opened in Palmyra.  The remaining $290 went to Samaritan Hospice and for food cards for local needy families.  Later in the month, the Porch Club ladies prepared sandwiches for Cathedral Kitchen in Camden.  250 sandwiches were delivered to the Camden soup kitchen.  On April 29 we went to the Byers Doll Factory and had lunch at Jim Coleman’s Restaurant at Normandy Farms in Blue Bell.
May - The Riverton School Chorus came and entertained us at our Annual Meeting.  New officers were installed and a Powerpoint presentation was shown of highlights of the year in pictures.  Also in May was our first Kenducky Derby Night.  What a fun event and fundraiser! In true Porch Club tradition we encouraged the ladies to wear a “Derby" hat and awarded a prize to the best one.  Everyone had a Mint Julep, cheered on their favorite wooden "horse", won prizes and enjoyed the races.  Our evening group was treated to a program on how to "Green" Your House and Garden.  Member Bogna Pro and her husband presented a talk on how to live green.  They showed us how to save time, energy, water and dollars in our home and yard.  Everyone was enthusiastic and the talk was very interesting. On May 28th we went to Hortulus Farm Garden and Nursery, a fabulous 18th century farm of 100 acres and many gardens.  Called “a garden of world-class charm” and “one of Pennsylvania’s hidden treasures,” Hortulus Farm is only 45 minutes away in Bucks County.  In May, we also had a reception for our new members.
June - The beginning of June saw all the members invited to a Gala evening to celebrate the 100th anniversary of our clubhouse.  Built in 1909, it is still a lovely gathering place and we are very thankful for the foresight of the ladies of 100 year ago.  120 members and guests attended.  There was singing, dancing, entertainment, a catered meal, drinks and everyone had a wonderful time.  Later in the month, we did Road Rally II, the return of the popular driving scavenger hunt.  This is just a fun event and a time to socialize and laugh.  June also saw members volunteer to help give out T-shirts at the Autism walk sponsored by Autism Speaks of NJ.  We had fun and they were grateful for our help.
August - Although we don't usually meet over the summer, based on an urgent request for assistance from Riverton School, we packed the 28 backpacks for needy families, plus one for our Christian Children's Fund child, Kimberly, with the help of Mary Ellen Eck, the school Principal.  The items that were not used for Riverton School were donated to the shelter in Camden.  

September - Our evening group ladies were treated to a lesson in belly dancing with Fatima Bassmah.  It was fun, we learned something new, and we built up the moves into a little dance by the end of the lesson.  She had hip scarves for us to wear for the full effect.  Fatima did a dance for us at the end and seemed to enjoy herself, too.  Our Scribblers writing group compiled a booklet of their favorite poems, essays and short stories and distributed it to all the members.  There was also a "Dessert with the President" in September.  All of the new members who joined in the last year were invited to coffee, drinks and dessert at the President's home to get to know each other and to meet their buddies/mentors for the coming year.  It is often hard to integrate the new members into such a large group and this was an effort to have them feel less lost.
October - Our Porch Club year always starts with our opening luncheon on the first Tuesday of the month.  Ninety of the members were in attendance.  On the heels of this annual event, our Fall Rummage Sale raised $1430 for charity.  The proceeds were given to Emergency Services, Dooley House, The Home for Aged Women and the Bread of Life Food Pantry.  Our annual Book and Author Luncheon was also held at the Riverton Country Club.  Dr. Michael Rushnak spoke about his book "Terminal Neglect" and other medical issues facing us currently.  We were pleased to have Anne Redlus, our State President, as our honored guest.  The proceeds of $850 were donated to the Burlington County Literacy Volunteers for their work in combating illiteracy.  At the end of the month, the evening group sponsored a Pre-Holiday Shopping Spree.  Twenty-six vendors displayed their hand-crafted and artistic items.  Both artisans (artists, craftspeople) and merchandisers (Longaberger, Southern Living, etc.) were represented.  A $10 fee was charged the vendors and refreshments were sold.  $280 was raised for autism.  Approximately 150 people attended and everyone had a great time!

November - Our general meeting had a timely performance by Neill Hartley, who presented "Ichabod Crane, Washington Irving, and the Legend of Sleepy Hollow."  Mid-month, our writing group, the Scribblers, arranged for local author Diane Maxwell to come discuss her memoir "New Jersey Hillbillies" and to tell us why she wrote it and how she got it published.  She was an interesting speaker and a valuable source of information.  She sold and signed some books for the attendees.  The evening group had a presentation called "Civilians in the Civil War - Stories from the Homefront."  Civil War expert Paula Gidjunis appeared in authentic costume and presented a slide show on what was going on at home while the men were gone during the Civil War.  Times were terrible and the women left behind had to cope with earning a living, raising children, living in a war zone, and day-to-day existence.  Paula was a wealth of information and this was an informative and entertaining talk.

December - At our December meeting, Rene Goodwin and Ed Hagopian presented a musical program "Christmas Around the World."  Rene has a beautiful singing voice and her husband Ed accompanies her on the piano.  It was a lovely holiday program.  The Porch Club always supports the Friends of the Riverton Library's Candlelight House Tour by having the Club open as a refreshment point on the tour.  Three pianists played during the evening and lots of cider and cookies were served.  A poinsettia fundraiser was held with the proceeds to support autism.  Two weeks later, the Club held its annual Christmas Tea.  This is always a full tea where we use the silver and have wonderful goodies.  Ladies from Riverview Estates, the Baptist Home here in town were pleased to attend.  Our Porch Club chorus sang carols and there was a surprise visit from Santa Clause for children of all ages.

Pat Brunker, President
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