Annual Report - January 1 to December 31, 2010

The Porch Club of Riverton

It was an extremely busy year at the Porch Club.  During the year, we welcomed fifteen new members.  Our total membership has increased over the past few years to approximately 170 members, including our four honorary members who have been in the Club for over fifty years.  We completed 269 projects and donated 3755 hours and $8,964 to charity.  Some highlights were:

January - January was our International Affairs month and we started the year with a covered dish luncheon of international favorites.  The dishes are always varied and wonderful.  Anne Creter, a member, is Chairperson for a United Nations non-governmental committee on Spirituality, Values and Human Concerns.  She spoke on the International Year of Reconciliation and the Decade of the Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World.  The members also participated in a survey on Global Peace.   The Ways and Means Department held a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser in the snow, our Arts Creative Department sponsored a watercolor class and we played bingo to support our State Special Project, Autism.  A total of $766.50 was raised for Autism.
February - In February, one of our new members, Dorthea Fresco, presented "Teaching People Appreciation Through Art Appreciation".  She brought her experience with "Art Goes to School" to us in an interesting and informative program.  A new Treasurer was elected to fill the unexpired term of Jane Miller who died unexpectedly of cancer.  She is greatly missed.  Our evening group program was "The Sugar Blues: How Food Choices Change Everything" presented by Rose Payne, CHHC, AADP, of the High Level Wellness Center.  She discussed ways to overcome cravings and was extremely well received by an enthusiastic audience of 47 members and guests.  Home Life/Social Services bagged plastic silverware and napkins for the Cathedral Kitchen in Camden and the Arts Creative Department learned how to make marbled paper.
March - Josh Bessinger and Melissa Tepperman of the Ritz theatre entertained us with song at our general meeting.  Our most exciting news was that the Porch Club's Garden Department won a coveted first place blue ribbon in the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society's International Flower Show in Philadelphia.  Our urn was voted best in class - an incredible honor from the world's largest indoor flower show.  Antique bunny molds were used to make our own chocolate bunnies for Easter, 250 sandwiches were made for Cathedral Kitchen, and 100 Easter baskets were made for Emergency Services to give to poor children in Burlington County.  Thirty-five people, including Brownie Troop 21647, other children of members, and friends, attended to make the baskets.
April - We celebrated our membership in the GFWC with our annual Charter Luncheon at our April general meeting.  Our annual spring Rummage Sale was also held.  All of the proceeds from this secondhand sale go to support local charities.  We cooked dinner for the Ronald McDonald house in Camden as part of their "Chef for a Day" program.  We entered numerous wonderful Conservation and Arts Creative items in Achievement Day and took a trip to the Philadelphia Museum of Art to see "Picasso and the Avante-Garde in Paris."  The evening group welcomed Melissa Nessler who did a program about "The Type E Woman" - or - how to stop trying to be everything to everyone.

May - The Porch Club Chorus entertained us at our general meeting.  For the first time, the Club prepared a Mother's Day Brunch.  It exceeded our expectations with 140 people attending - we ran out of food!  It was a lovely event with every Mother receiving a small gift of flowers prepared by their children.  We'll do it again next year as so many people thanked us for doing such a nice thing for the members and the community.  We also participated in a "Walk for Autism" sponsored by Autism Speaks of NJ and handed out T-shirts to the walkers.  The month wound down with our Annual Meeting and a program on an heirloom orchard in Umbria, Italy, where ancient species are nurtured to preserve biodiversity.

June - Our bi-annual Garden Tour was held on June 12th.  Nine new and lovely gardens were on the tour, which is a much-anticipated event in Riverton and the surrounding towns.  345 people went on the tour and we earned a profit of $3750, from which we were able to give $3000 to local charities. The tour was followed by our annual Garden Party covered dish luncheon later in the month.
September - Because we wanted to get together before October, we held our first-ever Riverbank Picnic in mid-September at the home of one of our members.  It was like coming home again for the Club as the luncheon was held on what was once Mrs. Sarah Ogden, our second President's, porch.  Members brought sandwiches and the Club provided the tent, drinks and dessert. Our evening group ladies were treated to a lesson in Zumba dancing.  This was so much fun.  There was also a "Dessert with the President" where all of the new members who joined in the last year were invited to coffee, drinks and dessert at my home to get to know each other and to meet their buddies/mentors for the coming year.  Also for the first time, The Porch Club teamed up with The Rotary Club of Palmyra, Riverton and Cinnaminson to sponsor a Casino Night at the Riverton Country Club.  The Porch Club provided over 20 raffle baskets for the evening that raised $2881 for the Club (after splitting the profits with the Rotary).  

October - Our Porch Club year always officially starts with our opening luncheon on the first Tuesday of the month.  Ninety of the members were in attendance.  On the heels of this annual event, our Fall Rummage Sale raised money for charity.  Our annual Book and Author Luncheon was also held at the Riverton Country Club.  Jean Korelitz spoke about her book "Admission" and we were pleased to welcome Patty Whitehouse, our State President, and Anne Redlus, our past State President as our honored guests.  The proceeds ($750) were donated to the Burlington County Literacy Volunteers for their work in combating illiteracy.  At the end of the month, the evening group sponsored a Pre-Holiday Shopping Spree.  Twenty-six vendors displayed their hand-crafted and artistic items.  $658 was raised for Gilda's Club and everyone had a great time buying and selling.  Our new stitchery committee called "Sew What" met and decided to work on a quilt together and we did some pumpkin painting for Halloween.

November - The program at the general meeting about Mark Twain was a bit of a disappointment.  Later in the month, we learned line dancing and earned $64 for Gilda's Club, then held our annual Spaghetti Dinner, moved up to avoid the bad weather.  The Arts Creative Department went into Philadelphia to see the Craft Show and Rose Payne returned to present "Eat, Play, Live: A Guide to Living a Long Life of Health and Balance."

December - We packed as much into December as we possibly could.  The 3rd of December saw our first every holiday party and caroling.  Husbands and friends were invited and we shared pizza, dessert and mulled cider and we sang at the Club and to the surrounding community.  We lit a fire in the fireplace and enjoyed each other's company.  This was followed by a presentation by JoAnn Tufo of "The Jolly Wife - Mrs. Clause" at our general meeting.  Members shared their Christmas memories and it was a delightful program.  The Club decorated two rooms at Smithville Mansion for the holidays and honored Mary VanMeter Grice, our first President, in accordance with their theme of "Women Stars."  A mitten tree was done for Riverton school with the members donating items.  On the 8th, we went to Princeton and toured Drumthwacket, the Governor's mansion, decorated for the holidays.  On the 13th, we decorated gingerbread cookies at The New Leaf Tea Room in town.  On the 16th, we went to Lower Merion to tour The Barnes Museum before it closed, and on the 21st, the Club held its annual Christmas Tea and Open House.  This is always a full tea where we use the silver and have wonderful goodies.  Our Porch Club chorus sang carols and there was a visit from Santa Clause for the children (of all ages).  
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